
Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - September 1 6 ,  1970 

Appeal No. 10525 Nannie Helen Burroughs Schoo l ,  I n c . ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion d u l y  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Order of t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meet ing  of 
September 22, 1970. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - S e p t .  30,  1970 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e l o c a t e  and modify p l a n s  
f o r  s c h o o l ,  g r a n t e d  by BZA Order 9538, e f f e c t i v e  March 26, 1968 
a t  501 - 5 0 t h  S t r e e t ,  N E . ,  L o t s  815,30,31,807,808,28,820,821, 
817,818, Square  5194, be  g r a n t e d .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  R-5-A D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The Nannie Helen Burroughs Schoo l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1907 by t h e  p e r s o n  f o r  whom t h e  s c h o o l  i s  named and t h e  N a t i o n a l  
B a p t i s t  Convention.  

3.  The s i t e  comprises  a s i x  a c r e  t r a c t  and was o r g a n i z e d  
as a t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l  f o r  women and g i r l s  where m i s s i o n  work f o r  
d u t i e s  h e r e  and a b r o a d ,  Sunday s c h o o l  work and domes t i c  s e r v i c e  
i s  t a u g h t .  

4 .  The e x i s t i n g  s c h o o l  campus h a s  a c h a p e l ,  a d o r m i t o r y ,  
s e v e r a l  c l a s s room b u i l d i n g s ,  a r e s i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and 
r e l a t e d  u t i l i t y  and maintenance  f a c i l i t i e s .  The grounds  com- 
p r i s e  some 227,768 s q u a r e  f e e t  of which 52,825 s q u a r e  f e e t  a r e  
now occupied  by b u i l d i n g  which w i l l  remain .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
proposed new b u i l d i n g .  

5 .  The a p p e l l a n t  p roposes  t o  modify and r e l o c a t e  t h e  t h r e e  
( 3 )  s t o r y  c lass room b u i l d i n g  ( A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g )  as 
approved under  BZA Order  9538, e f f e c t i v e  March 26, 1968 (See  
BZA E x h i b i t  No. 8 )  . 
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6 .  The proposed new b u i l d i n g  w i l l  i n c l u d e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s ,  a gymnasium w i t h  s u p p o r t i n g  l o c k e r  rooms 
and shower f a c i l i t i e s .  The b u i l d i n g  w i l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  a p r e -  
s c h o o l  c e n t e r  f o r  80 c h i l d r e n  and 1 2  c lassrooms and a k i t c h e n .  

7 .  The proposed new b u i l d i n g  w i l l  c o n t a i n  a t o t a l  of 49,510 
s q u a r e  feet  a n  i n c r e a s e  of 18,202 s q u a r e  f e e t  over  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
b u i l d i n g  because  of t h e  gymnasium. 

8 .  The a p p e l l a n t  w i l l  r a z e  n i n e  ( 9 )  ' e x i s t i n g  frame b u i l d i n g s  
t o  make way f o r  t h e  new s t r u c t u r e .  The proposed r e l o c a t i o n  w i l l  
remove t h e  b u i l d i n g  from b o r d e r i n g  5 0 t h  S t r e e t  and p l a c e  i t  on 
t o p  of t h e  h i l l ,  c r e a t i n g  a more open,  v i a b l e  g roup ing  of b u i l d i n g s .  

9 .  Appe l l an t  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  Board t o  amend i t s  a p p e a l  t o  
i n c l u d e  a d d i t i o n a l  p a r k i n g  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  proposed b u i l d i n g .  

1 0 .  No o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  t h i s  a p p e a l  was r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  

O P I N I O N  : 

We a r e  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  and m o d i f i c a t i o n  
of t h e  s c h o o l  a d d i t i o n  i s  s o  l o c a t e d  and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e i n  
w i l l  b e  such  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  n o t  l i k e l y  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
t o  nearby and a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y .  We f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
s c h o o l  w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  p u b l i c  good o r  i m p a i r  t h e  
i n t e n t ,  purpose  and i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  zone p l a n  as embodied i n  t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and Map. 

It i s  o u r  f u r t h e r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  proposed p a r k i n g  i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  proposed b u i l d i n g  w i l l  n o t  c r e a t e  any dangerous  o r  o t h e r -  
wise  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  and t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
c h a r a c t e r  and f u t u r e  development of  t h e  neighborhood w i l l  n o t  b e  
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

By: 


